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Understanding English Literature Today 
English 1020E (651) 

Summer 2016 
 

Instructor: Dr. Mark Stephenson 
 
 
Prerequisite 
Grade 12U English or permission of the Department. 
 
 
Course Description 
This course takes you on a journey through the genres, historical periods, and critical approaches 
to English literature. In online lectures and online discussions, you will study major works of poetry, 
prose, and drama with attention to their use of literary form and the cultural contexts in which they 
were written. The written assignments for the course will provide you with training in literary 
analysis, logical and rhetorical argumentation, and strong skills in grammar and composition.  
 
This course is recommended to students who may be considering either a Major or Minor in 
English Language and Literature, and who are interested in reading poetry, prose, and drama.  
 
 
Objectives:  
Successful students who complete the course will be able to:  

 Identify and analyze basic elements of literature, such as plot, character, point of view, 
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Further readings which will be made available on the course website



Understanding English Literature Today - English 1020E (651) 

3 

 

Essay Style: 
Essays must comply with MLA (Modern Languages Association) citation style and guidelines. 
The UWO library provides a document explaining the basics of MLA formatting: 
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/files/styleguides/MLA.pdf  A link is provided under course resources on 
your OWL site. York: MLA, 2009.)  You will find a link to this site in the Academic Resources 
folder through the Learner Resources tab. 
 
Late Penalty: 
Due to the nature of an online course and assignment turnaround times, students should make 
every effort to hand all assignments in on time. Essays and other assignments are to be 
submitted via the Owl drop box by the due dates listed above (and on the Course Schedule). 
Assignments sent as email attachments will not be accepted unless previously arranged with 

http://www.lib.uwo.ca/files/styleguides/MLA.pdf
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June 13-15: Unit 6.1: Love and Loss: Shakespeare, “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”
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Accommodation 
Students seeking academic accommodation on medical grounds for any missed tests, exams, 
participation components and/or assignments worth 10% or more of their final grade must apply to 
the Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide documentation. Academic 
accommodation cannot be granted by the instructor or department. Documentation shall be 
submitted, as soon as possible, to the Office of the Dean of the student’s Faculty of registration, 
together with a request for relief specifying the nature of the accommodation being requested. The 
UWO Policy on Accommodation for Medical Illness and further information regarding this policy 
can be found at http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf. 
 
Downloadable Student Medical Certificate (SMC): 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf 
 
 
Academic Offences 
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf 
 
Plagiarism: 
Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take 
an idea or passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using 
quotation marks where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations. 
Plagiarism is a major academic offence. 
 
Plagiarism Checking: 
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial 
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All 
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference 
database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the 
system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The 
University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com http://www.turnitin.com. 
 
 
Support Services 
Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca 
Student Support Services https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login 
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/ 
Student Development Centre http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ 
 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to MentalHealth@Western: 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain 
help. 
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